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August 29, 2020 
  
Dear Students and Parents, 
  
This is by far the latest point in the summer where I have sent out my “welcome” letter to all of our students and parents. 
But, as I am sure many of you are experiencing, this has been a summer like no other. The environment we are all existing 
in can go from feeling like we are in constant, never ending change, to the other extreme of feeling like we are stuck in a 
rut. The lack of stability in our routines and the most basic structures we rely upon truly makes us wish for an immediate 
return to normal. Although I cannot promise a “normal” start to the school year at RFIS, I hope the information in this 
letter eases any tensions or anxiety about the start of the school year and provides insight into what a typical virtual day 
will be like at RFIS. Despite all of the changes, one thing is certain, we will be ready and eager to greet all of our learners 
on the first day of school! 
  
Though the learning environment has changed, our  perennial overarching goals at RFIS remain in place: 

● To provide an engaging and relevant learning experience for all students. 
● Have students engage in interdisciplinary, real-world experiences whenever possible. 
● Promote the education of the "Whole Child" (supporting the social, emotional, and academic needs of students). 
● Encourage all students to set their own personal learning goals. 
● Promote a collaborative learning environment through our intermediate school team structure. 

  
We have experienced a change to our administrative team at RFIS this summer. Ms. Katheryn Lemerich who was slated to 
be the vice principal for this year’s 6th grade class has taken an elementary school principal position in another district here 
in Hunterdon County. Ms. Ashley Arroyo who was slated to be the vice principal for this year’s 5th grade class, has 
accepted a vice principal position in a district in South Jersey much closer to her home. We thank Ms. Lemerich and Ms. 
Arroyo for their service to the staff and students of RFIS and wish them all the best in their future professional endeavors.  
 
I am excited to announce that Mr. Jason Borawski has joined our RFIS administrative team and will serve as the vice 
principal for this year’s 6th grade class. Mr. Borawski has over 20 years of experience in education and has served our 
district as a 6th and 7th grade math teacher and most recently as the technology integration specialist for J.P. Case Middle 
School. I am also excited to announce that Mrs. Vanessa Ahmed will be joining our RFIS team on September 1st as the 
vice principal for this year’s 5th grade class. Many of our 5th grade students will know Mrs. Ahmed from Copper Hill 
Elementary School where she has served for almost 20 years as a teacher, vice principal, and principal. I am excited to 
begin our work together as a team in the service of our RFIS students and staff! 
 
Our counseling department is an integral part of each student’s success. Our counselors support the academic and social 
growth of each student and have an open door policy with their grade-level students (even when virtual). Mrs. Lindsay 



John is the counselor for the incoming 6th graders, and Mrs. Heather Albanese is the counselor for the incoming 5th 
graders. 
  
The 2020–2021 school year begins on Tuesday, September 8th. Yesterday, we released the homeroom assignments for all 
of our RFIS students and plan to release full class schedules by the end of the day Tuesday, September 1st via our student 
management system, Genesis.  
 
Below I have included a list of responses to frequently asked questions and as well as information that I anticipate many 
parents and students are wondering about. Although this does not cover everything, the information provided will ensure 
all of our students will be off to a good start on the first day of school. 
  
I hope you have a wonderful rest of your summer. 
  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Dr. Anthony L. DeMarco 
Principal  
 
 

RFIS Student and Parent FAQs and Wonderings 
 

How will the schedule work? 
 

RFIS will follow our early release schedule for the time that the district is 100% virtual. The schedule 
that each student has in Genesis is the schedule that they should follow (this includes the 6-day cycle). 
The only thing that is inaccurate with student schedules are the times. Genesis still thinks we are on a 
full day schedule. Please disregard the times for each of the blocks. Please see the generic RFIS 
schedule below for the correct times during virtual instruction. 

 
 



 
 
Do students need to follow a specific schedule?  
 

Yes. All RFIS students are required to follow their schedule and be present for each of their scheduled 
classes as they would for a traditional school day. 

 
What are students required to do in the afternoon after block 5? 
 

At the end of block 5 at 12:40 pm and until 1:20 pm, students should take a break and enjoy their lunch 
time. The remainder of the student day is as follows: 

● Counselor Corner: Time is provided for students to view the daily presentations/messages 
provided by our counselors. Students can access on their own at any time  

● Homework/Extension: Students should work independently on any homework or extension 
activities from their classes.  

● Advisory: This is a time built in to the schedule for targeted assistance to be provided to specific 
students who need it.  

● Compass Time: This is a required check in time for all RFIS students. Teachers will share a 
schedule with students so they know which teacher they will be checking in with each day.  

 
What if a student believes there is a mistake in their schedule and they do not know where they are supposed to 
be? 
 

There are over 780 sections in the RFIS master schedule. Although we take great care into making sure 
every student’s schedule is accurate, there are times where there is a mistake in a student’s schedule. 
Under normal circumstances, a teacher would pick up on the mistake and assist the student or the 
teacher would inform the main office of the problem. It often takes just a few minutes for an 
administrator to make the necessary changes to fix the student’s schedule. Since students will be 
learning from home, if they believe that there is a mistake in their schedule and do not know where they 
should report for a given block, they should ask their HR teacher. If they are not able to access their HR 
teacher or any of their team teachers, please do not hesitate to contact the RFIS Main Office at 
908-284-7650. Main office staff will be available to assist. No student should worry about “getting into 
trouble” if they have difficulty getting into class or go to the wrong class the first few days of school. 
This is completely normal, only this year it will happen virtually.  

 
 
How will attendance be taken? 
 

Attendance will be taken like a normal school day in HR and recorded into Genesis. Teachers will take 
attendance each block to make sure all students are present. Like during a normal school day, if a 
student is not present for class and they are not marked absent for the day, the teacher will report the 
missing student to main office staff. Please utilize The RFIS Online Absence Reporting System (a link to 
this is on the RFIS Website) for all situations where a student will not be present for any portion of the 
school day.  

 
Are students required to be on a Zoom session with their camera on?  
 

https://sites.google.com/frsd.us/rfis-absence-report/home


Yes. Students must be present, seen, and engaged in their classes. There may be situations during a class 
when students will have time to work independently and they can turn their cameras off, but students are 
not permitted to refuse to turn their cameras on when required for instruction.  

 
What supplies do students need for school?  
 

The supply lists for 5th and 6th grade are posted on the RFIS Website.  
 
How will students get into Zoom for the correct classes? 
 

Next week teachers will be setting up Zoom sessions and Google Classrooms. Links to Zoom sessions for 
each team will be available on The Huskies’ House which is the page each student issued Chromebook 
opens to. Students will also be able to access Zoom links via the RFIS Website. Students will need to 
login to their accounts to obtain the links to their Zoom sessions. Students are also strongly encouraged 
to check their frsd.us email regularly for important information and messages.  

 
Will there be music lessons for students who play or will be starting an instrument?  
 

Yes. Music lessons for 5th and 6th grade students will continue to run virtually with a live instructor. 
There will not be any large ensemble rehearsals while we are in virtual or hybrid schedules. Lesson 
schedules will be released in the near future. Students should attend their regular Excel classes until 
music lessons begin.  

 
Will there be materials to pick up at school that students will need for their classes? 
 

Information will be sent out in the near future for parents to pick up any school issues materials students 
will need for their classes.  

https://www.frsd.k12.nj.us/Domain/475
https://sites.google.com/frsd.us/huskyhouse

